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NACNS recommends that each CNS re-entering practice and/or expanding their scope to include prescriptive 
authority or other privileges examine their state's Nurse Practice Act to validate and verify CNS scope and 
standards of practice. 

National Council of State Boards of Nursing | NCSBN 

Evidenced-based Practice 
National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 

• EBP Resources | NACNS :: National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 

Project Management 
National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 

• National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS) Project Management & Dissemination Toolkit 

Pharmacology Training/Education 
American Nurses Association (ANA) Pharmacology Bundle - ANA Pharmacology Bundle 

American Nurses Association (ANA) Home page – ANA Website 

American Association of Critical Care Nurses (AACN) Pharmacologic Resources 
• AACN Website 
• AACN Advanced Critical Care | American Association of Critical-Care Nurses 

Certification as Clinical Nurse Specialist 
National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists 

• National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS) Professional Certifications 

Pharmacology Apps/Resources 
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) website provides practical healthcare information, 
research findings, and data to help health providers, health insurers, researchers, policymakers, and consumers 
make informed decisions about healthcare issues  

• AHRQ Website 

National Library of Medicine – DailyMed update 
• DailyMed Database 

https://www.ncsbn.org/index.htm
https://nacns.org/resources/research/ebp-resources/
https://nacns.org/resources/toolkits-and-reports/project-management-dissemination-toolkit/
https://www.nursingworld.org/continuing-education/anas-aprn-pharmacology-bundle/
https://www.nursingworld.org/
https://www.aacn.org/
https://aacnjournals.org/aacnacconline
https://nacns.org/career-education/professional-certifications/
https://www.ahrq.gov/
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/index.cfm
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Clinical Nurse Specialist Competencies 
National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists  

• National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS) CNS Competencies 

Pharmacology Regulatory & Safe Prescribing 
Resources 
Direct to Consumer online prescribing: 

• O’Malley, P.A. (2021). Direct-to-consumer online prescribing: Opportunities and risk for clinical nurse 
specialist practice. Clinical Nurse Specialist, 164-166. DOI: 10.1097/NUR.0000000000000612 

American Society for Pain Management Nurses (ASPMN)  
• ASPMN Homepage 

US Department of Justice Drug Enforcement Agency – Learn more about the Diversion Control Division 
• DEA Homepage 
• DEA Forms & Applications 

Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
• SAMHSA Homepage 
• Become a Buprenorphine Waivered Practitioner | SAMHSA 
• MATE Training Requirements & Resources 

The American Psychiatric Nurses Association (APNA) is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s (ANCC) Commission on Accreditation. 

• At the end of the 8-hour Medications for Substance Use Disorder (MSUD) course, you will receive a 
course completion certificate for 8.0 nursing continuing professional development contact hours with 8.0 
pharmacology contact hours provided by APNA   

o Medications for Substance Use Disorder Training 

o Note: For technical assistance regarding registering or accessing this course etc., 
email mat@apna.org, call 855-863-2762 or contact customer support: APNA eLearning Help 

Specialty Specific Resources 
This is a limited list of specialty area resources. Please refer to your specialty’s professional organization for more 
information related to your specific area.  

American Psychiatric Association Practice Guidelines 
• APA Clinical Practice Guidelines 

https://nacns.org/resources/practice-and-cns-role/cns-competencies/
https://doi.org/10.1097/nur.0000000000000612
https://www.aspmn.org/
https://www.dea.gov/
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/online_forms_apps.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment/become-buprenorphine-waivered-practitioner
https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/treatment/statutes-regulations-guidelines/mate-act
https://e-learning.apna.org/products/msud-medications-for-substance-and-opioid-use-disorders-2023
mailto:mat@apna.org
https://e-learning.apna.org/help
https://psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/practice/clinical-practice-guidelines
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Anticholinergic Burden Scale for Older Adults 
• Lozano-Ortega, G., Johnston, K. M., Cheung, A., Wagg, A., Campbell, N. L., Dmochowski, R. R., & Ng, D. 

B. (2020). A review of published anticholinergic scales and measures and their applicability in database 
analyses. Archives of Gerontology and Geriatrics, 87, 103885. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.archger.2019.05.010 

American Geriatrics Society 2023 updated AGS Beers Criteria® for potentially inappropriate medication use in 
older adults 

• American Geriatrics Society 2023 updated AGS Beers Criteria® for potentially inappropriate medication 
use in older adults (sbgg.org.br) 

Pharmacology Neonatal Handbook by University of Iowa 
• Pharmacology NICU Handbook 

Pediatric Dosing 
• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK541104/  

Women’s Health Competencies 
• https://nacns.org/resources/practice-and-cns-role/cns-competencies/womens-health-competencies/ 

CNS Billing Information 
Any Center for Medicaid Services (CMS) providers need a taxonomy code and a National Provider Identifier 
number: 

CMS NPI number: How to apply 
• https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Administrative-

Simplification/NationalProvIdentStand/apply 

CMS Taxonomy Code 
• https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/Find-Your-Taxonomy-Code 

CMS MLN booklet (2022) information & guidelines for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses, Anesthesiology 
Assistants, & Physician Assistants billing for Medicare service 

• https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Medicare-Information-for-APRNs-AAs-PAs-Booklet-ICN-901623.pdf 

 

This resource was developed by the NACNS Professional Development Committee. 

This guide is not a comprehensive list of available resources for re-entry into practice for the clinical nurse 
specialist. It is recommended that the CNS should seek all relevant materials appropriate for their specific area of 
practice, which may not be included here. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.archger.2019.05.010
https://sbgg.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/1-American-Geriatrics-Society-2023.pdf
https://sbgg.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/1-American-Geriatrics-Society-2023.pdf
https://uihc.org/childrens/educational-resources/pharmacology-nicu-handbook
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK541104/
https://nacns.org/resources/practice-and-cns-role/cns-competencies/womens-health-competencies/
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Administrative-Simplification/NationalProvIdentStand/apply
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Administrative-Simplification/NationalProvIdentStand/apply
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/Find-Your-Taxonomy-Code
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Medicare-Information-for-APRNs-AAs-PAs-Booklet-ICN-901623.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Medicare-Information-for-APRNs-AAs-PAs-Booklet-ICN-901623.pdf


 

 

About Us 
The National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists is a membership 
organization devoted to advancing the unique expertise and values the 
clinical nurse specialist brings to delivering high-quality, evidence-based, 
patient-centered care and reducing the cost of health care delivery. 
NACNS has more than 2,000 members and represents the 90,955 clinical 
nurse specialists working in hospitals and health systems, clinics and 
ambulatory settings and colleges and universities today. 
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