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What is a Clinical Nurse Specialist?

What is a Clinical Nurse Specialist?

 Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) are Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) who
diagnose, prescribe for, and treat patients and specialty populations across the continuum of
care.

How do CNSs influence health care delivery?

» CNSsimprove outcomes by supporting and providing direct patient care, leading evidence-
based practice, driving practice changes throughout the organization, optimizing
organizational systems, and advancing clinical practice.

» CNS practice extends from wellness to illness and from acute to primary care.

» CNSs provide safe, low-cost, and effective evidence-based healthcare. CNSs are recognized for
Part B participation in Medicare, Title 18 and may independently bill for those services.

* CNSsadvise and advocate for healthcare policy

What is special about CNS practice?

* CNSs approach healthcare with a global perspective, using clinical reasoning to promote
interprofessional collaboration to drive excellent outcomes.

* CNSshave unique and advanced level competencies that meet the increased needs of
improving quality and reducing costs in our healthcare system.
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