Happy Week Two of National Nurses Month!
The theme for this week of National Nurses Month is all about recognition. NACNS wants to thank
you for all that you do, always and especially now as our nation faces this pandemic. We applaud
and salute each of you for your bravery during this time of crisis as you work to positively impact
patients, nurses and nursing practice, and organizations and systems.
We wanted to take this time to recognize a few individuals as well as the clinical nurse specialist
role as whole.

The Story of the CNS
The clinical nurse specialist has been a part of the health care industrial complex in the United
States for more than 60 years. Through the decades, the profession has become widely accepted
in the health care system as a standardized, licensed, and fully regulated health care occupation,
and one that significantly impacts the nation’s economy by providing safe, high-value, low-cost
evidence-based practice.
Today, CNSs are leaders and instrumental in raising the quality of healthcare, improving patient
safety and reducing the costs of healthcare delivery.
The National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS) is a membership organization
dedicated to advancing the unique expertise and value that the clinical nurse specialist contributes
to health care. The association promotes ground-breaking research done by CNSs that further
illustrates how they are instrumental in raising the quality of health care, improving patient safety
and reducing the costs of health care delivery.

Read More

And the Award Goes To....
Each year NACNS recognizes individual members and affiliates who, through their extraordinary
work, raise the profile of the clinical nurse specialist role, research, practice, education and service.
Please join us in congratulating the 2020 award winners, and learn more about NACNS' Annual
Award Program.

CNS Of The Year
Kathy M. Williams, MSN, RN-BC, APRN, AHCNS-BC, for her outstanding professional
achievement demonstrating exemplary practice in patient care, nursing and health care
delivery systems.
CNS Educator of the Year
Gayle M. Timmerman, PhD, RN, CNS, FNP, FAAN, for her commitment to excellence and
innovation in preparing CNSs and in implementing the NACNS Statement on CNS Practice
and Education.
CNS EBP/QI of the Year
Erica A. Fischer-Cartlidge, DNP, CNS, CBCN, AOCNS, for her outstanding professional
achievement as a CNS who has implemented evidence-based practice (EBP) and provided
quality improvement (QI) changes that have significantly impacted nursing practice, patient
and family outcomes, and/or health care systems, including reducing cost.
Susan B. Davidson Service Award Winner
Susan B. Fowler, PhD, RN, CNRN, FAHA, for her extraordinary service to NACNS. She has
been actively involved in NACNS on the annual planning committee including chair,
legislative/regulatory committee, nominating committee, research committee, and Treasurer.
Brenda Lyon Leadership Award Winner
Susan Dresser, PhD, RN APRN-CNS, CCRN, FCNS for her extraordinary leadership in
service to NACNS. Over the course of her career she has remained an active member of
NACNS- serving first on the Practice Committee in 2004, as Director at Large, and Secretary
of the Board of Directors from 2005-2010.
The Board President’s Award Winner
Anne E. Hysong, MSN, APRN, CCNS, ACNS-BC, FCNS, for her extraordinary service to
NACNS and her significant contributions toward the accomplishment of the NACNS mission.
Learn more about each award winner’s achievements and contributions.

Learn More

Show Off Your #CNSPride
NACNS wants to put clinical nurse specialists in the spotlight. Be proud and share your pride and
solidarity with the CNS community, especially during these unprecedented times.
All you have to do is take a 25 second video recording of yourself with a mobile phone answering
one of the following questions:
Why are you proud to be a CNS?
What do you like most about being a CNS?
What does being a CNS mean to you?
We know you are extremely busy, so we ask that you keep your answer to 25 seconds. We plan to
share these responses with the NACNS community to show #CNSPride or, if we get enough
entries, combine all the video responses into a montage video to share with the CNSs across the
country. The deadline to get your #CNSPride video in is this Friday, May 15th.
To participate in this voluntary video please email your video to info@nacns.org OR record your
video and post on FB or Twitter with #CNSPride and we will find it.

Spread the word!
.@NACNS is dedicating this month to putting CNSs in the spotlight. Email
info@nacns.org a 25 sec video of yourself answering one of the following: Why are
you proud to be a CNS?; What do you like most about being a CNS?; What does
being a CNS mean to you? #NationalNursesMonth

Send Video

International Nurses Day
International Nurses Day is celebrated around the world annually on May
12th to commemorate the founder of modern nursing, Florence
Nightingale, and acknowledge the contributions that nurses make the
society today.
2020 marks the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth, making it
the year of the nurse!

Join the celebration!
May 12, 2020 marks the 200th anniversary of the founder of modern nursing's birth.
Happy birthday Florence Nightingale, and happy #YearOfTheNurse!
#CNSPride #NationalNursesMonth

Recognize Your Profession
NACNS would like to encourage all of you with a CNS designation to place the definition below at
the bottom of your email signature line. The goal is to help those around you understand what you
do and recognize your efforts!
Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) are Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN). The CNS
improves patient outcomes by providing direct patient care, expert consultation, ensuring nursing
care is scientifically-based and up-to-date and educating nurses and the health care team about
new research, practice, innovations, interventions, and procedures.

Connect With Us on Social Media!
Throughout the week, NACNS will be putting clinical nurse specialists in the spotlight. Share your
story with us - make sure you are following our accounts, and join the conversation with the
hashtags below!
#CNSPride
#NationalNurseMonth
#MyYearMyStory
#ProudToBeACNS
#InternationalNursesDay
#YearOfTheNurse

Become a Member!
Membership in NACNS has many benefits, and NACNS is the ONLY association representing the
unique role of the CNS. We work hard every day to increase the visibility and influence of the CNS
in the workplace and help you grow by offering numerous professional development and leadership
opportunities.
Other benefits of becoming an NACNS member include:
FREE CEs for NACNS Webinars - more than 20 contact hours per year free! ($1400 value)
At your finger-tips access to NACNS’ Journal- Clinical Nurse Specialist™ ($160 value) –
both online and in hard copy
Discounted registration to the NACNS Annual Conference ($300 discount at Early-Bird,
and $235 discount onsite)
CNS certification discounts from American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC)
Discounts on liability insurance from the Nurses Service Organization (NSO)
National and state representation about issues affecting CNSs, like regulation,
certification, reimbursement and more
Special products related to the celebration of CNS Week, September 1-7 each year
Assistance developing regional and local NACNS affiliates
Networking opportunities with CNSs from around the country
NACNS Membership is a demonstration of support for the CNS profession, a chance to be part of
an organization dedicated to helping advance the unique expertise and value the clinical nurse
specialist contributes to health care. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us
at info@nacns.org.

Become a Member
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