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Abstract: 
Significance and Background:  

Advance Practice Nurses must lead the transformation in health care. Academic/practice 
partnerships are an essential means to achieving the health goals set forth at federal, state and 
local levels. As a response to the challenges set forth by the Affordable Care Act, the American 
Association of Colleges of Nursing and American Organization of Nurse Executives joined 
forces and set up a task force on academic-practice partnerships. One of the recommendations is 
for collaboration of academic institutions and practice to meet the demands of health care in our 
nation. (AACN-AONE,2012) 

The field of nursing education will benefit greatly from academic practice partnerships that 
foster the skills needed to function in a community-based setting. In addition, these partnerships 
could support innovative strategies for ascertaining and meeting the needs of diverse 
populations. (Fortier et al 2015) 

Purpose: To establish a collaboration between a nursing program and a local long term care 
facility for the purpose of creating unique opportunities for CNS students to prepare for future 
leadership roles in the advancement of population health 

Evaluation: Through the integration of academic and practice goals, a successful transition to a 
defined partnership with a new vision was established. It provided quality student experiences 
that supported the attainment of CNS core competencies. A health needs assessment was 
conducted, and a program was planned and implemented based on analysis of collected data and 
a prioritization of needs. Resources were pooled to improve population health of a targeted 
population in an underserved area. 

Discussion: 

Developing and sustaining an academic/practice partnership has the potential to support the 
mutual needs of all stakeholders. This type of partnership can provide an opportunity for the 
integration of academic nursing in the efforts to implement population health initiatives.  
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